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June 26– 
September 29

WATERSHED: Paintings and Drawings  
by Michelle Lassaline
Museum Temporary Exhibit

July 10, 17, 24, 
31 & August 7

Hooked on History!
10:30-11:30am | FREE crafts and activities for kids ages 3-12

July 15-19 Time Traveler Museum Camp 
9am-12pm | $125 per child (Auburn resident) 
Register online at auburnwa.gov 

July 22-26 Time Traveler Museum Camp 
9am-12pm | $125 per child (Auburn resident) 
Register online at auburnwa.gov 

August 1 Meet the Museum: Hops in the Valley with Curator of  
Collections Hilary Pittenger 
1pm | FREE

August 1 Late Play Date: Snack & Paint!
6-8pm | FREE | Sponsored by the Auburn Arts Commission, 4Culture, 
and the City of Auburn

August 4 WATERSHED Curator Led Talk with Michelle Lassaline 
1pm | Included with regular Museum admission 

September 5 Late Play Date: Back to School Night at the Museum!
6-8pm | FREE | Sponsored by the Auburn Arts Commission, 4Culture, 
and the City of Auburn

September 8 Watercolor Journaling with Dinah Rau
1-3pm | $40 per person | Ages 14 and up

October 3- 
November 3

Junior Curator
Museum Temporary Exhibit

October 3 Late Play Date: Life on the Oregon Trail  
with Early Music Seattle
6-8pm | FREE | Sponsored by the Auburn Arts Commission, 4Culture, 
and the City of Auburn

October 4 Railroad Lecture
7-10pm | $5 adults/$4 seniors

October 26 BOO-seum
2-5pm | FREE | Silly-spooky lantern tours at the Museum
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July 6 Artist in Residence Open Studio
12pm-5pm | FREE

July 20 Mosaic Artwork Workshop with  
Artist in Residence Elise Koncsek
12-3pm | FREE | Ages 12 and up 
Pre-registration required at auburnwa.gov

July 21 Lecture: Are Salmon Doomed? Hatching a Plan to  
Save a Northwest Icon with Nick Bond
2pm | FREE

Did you know salmon spawn at 
Mary Olson Farm? Learn more 
about the importance of salmon 
in our watershed. From climate 
change to pollution, take a 
deeper look at the past, present, 
and future of salmon in 
Washington State.

July 27 Artist in Residence Open Studio
12-5pm | FREE

August 5-9 Living History Farm Camp
9am-12pm | $125 per child (Auburn resident)   
Register online at auburnwa.gov

August 12-16 Living History Farm Camp
9am-12pm | $125 per child (Auburn resident) 
Register online at auburnwa.gov

August 24 Poets on the Farm
1-4pm | FREE

September 14 Hops & Crops Music and Beer Festival
12-6pm | $15 before 9/6,  
$20 after and at the gate 
Ages 21 & up only

September 24 Farm Fieldtrip Guide Training
10am-12pm | Are you interested  
in becoming a tour guide at  
the Mary Olson Farm?  
Contact our Volunteer Coordinator  
Janet Wells at jwells@auburnwa.gov  
or call 253-288-7433

Made possible by  
Humanities Washington

MARY OLSON FARM 
JULY-SEPTEMBER 2019

Meet our Artist in 
Residence Elise 
Koncsek! 
Open studio days:  
July 6 and July 27, 12-5pm  

Mosaic Artwork Workshop:  
Saturday, July 20, 12-3pm

Ages 12 and up. This free and 
fun workshop class will begin 
with a brief introduction 
to the historic Mary Olson 
Farm. Artist in Residence Elise 
Koncsek will lead participants 
in designing and assembling 
a small wall hanging mosaic 
artwork to take home, created 
from tessellating hexagon 
and triangle shapes 
cut from 
mirror acrylic 
and wood. 
All skill levels 
are welcome, 
register at 
auburnwa.gov.

Hooked on 
History!
Wednesdays, July 10-August 7 
10:30-11:30am | FREE!
Stop by the Museum before 
the concerts in Les Gove Park 
for free crafts and activities 
with a new theme each week 
perfect for kids ages 3-12!

July 10: Outer Space
July 17: Retro
July 24: Superheroes
July 31: Sea Exploration
August 7: Engineering

Hooked on History is made possible by 
the Wyman Youth Trust, 4Culture,  
and the City of Auburn.

For fees and registration information go to wrvmuseum.org

Wyman Youth Trust



WATERSHED
In 2018 the Mary Olson Fam hosted its first  
artist in residence - Michelle Lassaline 

Each of the paintings in WATERSHED show how water filters through landscapes. 

Michelle Lassaline is an interdisciplinary artist  
based on Vashon Island Washington. 

Lassaline was selected through a competitive process 
and her time at the Farm was made possible by the City 
of Auburn’s Arts. That summer Lassaline spent her time 
painting, drawing, and exploring the historic farm. As the 
season changed from spring to summer she watched the 
animals shed their thick dark coats and the maples along 
the stream spread out their broad shady leaves. Each 
morning began with a walk through the pastures and 
woods, sketching and taking photographs; she spent the 
afternoons painting in the barn. The residency extended 
briefly into October so Lassaline could watch the salmon 
return to the Olson stream to spawn.

Lassaline painted these detailed images in her studio using reference 
photos she takes while walking, hiking, and canoeing. Locations 
include the salmon-filled stream at the 
Mary Olson Farm, the wild inlets of Isle 
Royale National Park in Lake Superior, a 
serene river in mid-coast Maine, Kalaloch 
beach on the Olympic Peninsula, the 
churning dam at the Ballard Locks, and 
the Elwha River below the dam removal 
site and at its sandy delta. 

Her artistic practice ranges from drawing and painting to 
mask-making and performance, and her work is founded 
in fine craftsmanship and a reverence for nature. Lassaline 
received her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University 
of Nevada, Reno in 2014. In 2017, Lassaline became a 
National Parks Artist in Residence at Isle Royale NP, where 
she encountered a red fox for the first time. She has created 
performance art pieces for the Tacoma Art Museum, Seattle 
Mayor’s Arts Awards, and the Nevada Museum of Art, among 
others, and has received funding from the City of Seattle, the 
Artist Trust GAP award, and most recently the Auburn Arts 
Commission to help fund this exhibition.

Lassaline’s 
intimate drawings 
and spectacular 
watercolors will be 
on exhibit at the 
Museum through 
September 29, 2019 
Meet the Artist! 
August 4  |  2pm 
Artist-led exploration 
of the WATERSHED 
exhibit with Michelle 
Lassaline, included with 
Museum admission or 
membership.

This exhibit is made possible 
with support from



 is our word for 
summer. Historically  
(pud-hud-ub) is the time of year 
when our people celebrated. We 
celebrated the new life amongst 
the land, having made it through 
winter and time to replenish 
food for the family. It is a time to 
travel, gather, and to go fishing 
where our families have since 
time immemorial. Summer was 
also a good time for trading and 
socializing. This time of year you 
will see a lot of travel amongst 
the people. Contemporarily you 
can see the Coast Salish people 
travel in our ocean going canoes 
on Tribal Journey. 

 

Families use this time to prepare for cultural practices. 
The families of the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe follow a seasonal calendar. 

For the muckleshoot, The months of the 
summer time all relate to berries. In order:

  
(pud-dzuh-ti-gwud) 
Time of salmonberry

  
(pud-gwud-byou) 
Time of blackberry 

  
(pud-ta-qah) 
Time of salalberry 

Not only are the berries a traditional superfood for our people, but so too are the leaves 
from the berry bushes, holding equal nutritional and medicinal value. Teas and berry 
tinctures are used in daily life care as a part of maintaining good health. Berries can also 
be dried and stored in cedar baskets where they are kept for the winter.

Imagine waking up to the fresh, chill air of the mountain, to the sounds of birds 
and wild horses near you, going outside and being able to pick fresh strawberries 
and eating them. Imagine connecting with Mother Nature, and thanking her for all 
she provides. This is an example of how we feed our spirit, taking care of ourselves 
spiritually by spending time in ancestral places. Ancestral teaching is that we never take 
more than what is needed so we can come back next year and harvest again. 

; we are alive and strong. 

Berries are very important to us: 
Salmonberries, 
Thimbleberries, 
Raspberries, 
Blackberries, 
Blackcaps, 
Oregon grape, 
Huckleberries 
and Salalberries! 

By: Rose Davis, Muckleshoot Language Teacher
A Muckleshoot Summer



Every building tells a story – and the barn at Mary Olson Farm is no exception! 
Hidden around this utilitarian building are small details that give us insight into the lives and history of the people who 
have worked on the Farm over its 140 year history. 

“John Anderson” Signature
On the east side of the barn, a simple person-sized 

door gives access to the standing pony 
stalls. On the inside of the door is carved 

a clear, cursive signature reading “John 
Anderson”. After Alfred Olson moved off 
the property in the 1970s, the family 
began renting the property out. In 
the 1970s, John Anderson was a farm 
tenant who used the barn to house 
his horses. He built many modern-

sized horse stalls which remained in the 
barn until the 1990s. At the same time, he 

left his mark on the door with his carefully 
carved signature.  

Fun fact: from 1887 to 1895, Mary Olson’s brother – also named 
John Anderson – lived and worked on the Farm, but he is not a 
relation of the later horse-owning man of the same name. 
White Paint Remnants
Small splotches of white paint in the northwest corner of 
the barn are evidence of the farm’s dairying past. This area 
of the barn contains the milking parlors – simple stalls 
with feeding troughs where cows could be safely milked. 
In the 1910s and 1920s food sanitation laws and practices 
came into effect to help 
make the milk supply 
cleaner and safer, 
including provisions 
requiring the 
whitewashing and 
regular cleaning 
of dairy milking 

areas for milk that was intended to be sold commercially. 
The presence of this white paint may indicate that the 
Olsons had an interest in selling their dairy products to an 
outside market, rather than exclusively using them 
for subsistence purposes.

White River Mill Stamp
The exterior of the barn carries its own 
unique markings. On the east wall 
of the barn, a single vertical plank 
of wood has a faded upside-down 
stamp near its top that reads “A. 
Olson, White River”. When the barn 
was built in 1897, there were many 
different sawmills dotting the White 
River, including one right on the Mary 
Olson Farm. Alford Olson, Mary’s first 
husband, purchased the sawmill along 
with the rest of the farm property in 1879, 
and continued to log the property and operate 
the mill until his death in 1887. The mill was located on 
the south side of the creek and had a 24-foot water wheel 
which was turned by water from Olson Creek. When the 
mill wasn’t in use cutting lumber, it was used to grind 
grain into flour. While the mill wasn’t in operation at the 
time when the barn is built, it isn’t too surprising to see 
the mill mark here: nearly all of the existing buildings on 
the Mary Olson Farm were built from lumber and materials 
recycled from other parts of the farm.

The Farm is open every Saturday and Sunday from 12-5pm,  
June 22-August 25, 2019. Admission is Free! 
28728 Green River Road SE  |  Kent, WA 98030 

Can you spot 
all of them 
on your next 

visit?



BANDS  
PICKWICK 

Will West and the Friendly Strangers
The Cottonwood Cutups 

Great American Trainwreck

BREWERIESSaturday 
SEPTEMBER
14 2019
NOON-6PM

Mary Olson FARM

$15 before 9/6  |  $20 after 9/6 & at the gate
$10 designated driver tickets available at the gate

AGES 21 & UP

28728 Green River Road SE  |  Kent, WA 98030

HOPS
CROPS

&

MUSIC & BEER FESTIVAL
 SINCE 2009 

Bad Jimmy’s Brewing
Snoqualmie Falls Brewery

Rail Hop’n Brewing
Flying Lion Brewing

Scamp Brewing

Lumber House Brewery
Acorn Brewing

Dystopian State Brewing 
Fremont Brewing
Geaux Brewing

  V  

wrvmuseum.org/hopsandcrops



Meet our 2019  
Mary Olson Farm  
Artist in Residence: 
Elise Koncsek
Stop by the Farm this summer to see works in 
progress by our new Farm Artist in Residence 
Elise Koncsek. Elise is a Seattle based artist who 
creates community focused work that is often 
unexpected and interactive. 

Meet Elise during one of her 
two open studio days on  
July 6 and July 27, Noon-5pm. 
Save the date for her free 
public workshop on July 20 
from 12-3pm!

2019 BOARD  
OF OFFICERS

Ronnie Beyersdorf 
President

Dave Larberg 
Vice President

Jeff Black 
Treasurer

Kim Perry 
Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Jamie Bothell

Johann Christianson
Ruby Elwood
Dennis Grad
Doug Lein

LeRoy Jones
Michelle Marshman 

Erika Moore
Charles Natsuhara
Gordy Nishimoto

Robin Pratt
John Rottle

MUSEUM STAFF
Rachael McAlister 

Director

Linda Lester 
Bookkeeper,  

Administrative  
Assistant

Ashley Rust 
Curator of Education

Hilary Pittenger 
Curator of Collections

Janet Wells 
Vounteer & Facilities  

Coordinator

Megan Martinko 
Education Assistant

White River Valley Museum
The White River Journal is edited by Rachael McAlister and designed by Sarah St. George

wrvmuseum.org
918 H Street SE 

Auburn, WA 98002
253-288-7433

MUSEUM HOURS
12-4pm Wednesday through Sunday, 

6-8pm first Thursday  
and by appointment for  
group tours & research

ADMISSION 
$2 for children & seniors, 

 $5 for adults  
Museum members free 

First Thursday and third Sunday free

White River Valley Historical Society
918 H Street SE
Auburn, WA 98002

Want to get our monthly 

e-newsletters? 

Send your email address to 

mmartinko@auburnwa.gov 

to be put on the list!

wrvmuseum.org


